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A Warm Welcome From Dean Gaudio

Let me welcome all of you
to the new and renovated School
of Law building! To those of you
who are returning, welcome back
and to those of you who are just
matriculating, welcome to the
School.

There have been a lot
of changes in the Law
School building over the
last 15 months, some of
which returning students
will already have seen,
but many of which you
have not. What I'd like
to do in this issue of Lex
Brevis is give you just a
brief “walkabout,” observ-
ing some of those chang-
es. In future issues, Il
give more detail on some
of the more significant
ones.

You've undoubtedly no-
ticed that the old entrance of the
Law School building facing Brad-
ley Road is now gone — replaced
by a new main entrance through
the new Law School Lobby. As
you enter, off of the Lobby on the
left are the Admissions Office and
the Administrative Offices.

As you continue to walk
from the Lobby into the main
part of the building, you'll see im-
mediately in front of you one of
the new locker areas and to the
left of that is the new rear exit of
the building. To your right, and
through the stairwell landing,
you'll see the new entrance of the
Law Library (that's right, it's been

moved from the second floor to the main
floor). On the first floor of the Library is
a Lounge area, the Library Lobby, the
Circulation Desk, the Reference Desk,
and the Copy/Printer Room. You'll also
find there the Massachusetts Collection.
As in the past, the Library continues on
the second and third floors. By the way,

as you entered on the left of the Lounge
area is the new Student Activities Room
housing the Student Bar Association,
Lex Brevis and other recognized student
organizations.

By this time you may have no-
ticed that there are no security devices
preventing you from taking books out of
the Library into other areas of the Law
School. You may also have noticed that
security or “tattletale” devices are now
located at the front and rear entrances
to the Law School building. What this
means is that, if you find it convenient
to do so, you may now take a book from
the Library and use it in one of the class-
rooms or lounge areas outside of the
Library; of course, you'll have to return
it when you're done. To state it differ-

ently, the Law Library is now as
large as the entire Law School
building. Of course, with the
“tattletale” devices at the exits of
the building, you won't be able
to take books out of the Library
without first checking them out at
the Circulation Desk.

Returning to, and
walking past, the locker
area, you'll see on your
right the most populat-
ed room in the building,
the Court Café. Across
from it is the Moot Court
Room, containing some

significant new tech-
nology and recording
equipment. Continuing

farther into the first floor
“Rotunda,” you'll see on
the right the new offices
of the Law and Business
Center for Advancing Entrepre-
neurship. On the left you'll see
the Jury Room. In front of you
and into the stairwell landing,
you'll see Classroom 1, 2, 3 and
4. By the way, the old rear exits

(continued on page 4)

Dedication Ceremonies
September 16, 2008
1:15-1:45 - Dedication of the ad-

dition & renovations to the build-
ing. Outside new front door; inside
if rain. Some food/refreshments.
5:45-6:15 - Dedication of the Pel-
ligrini Moot Court Room; inside the
court room; reception before and
after (5:00-7:00). Food/refresh-
ments served.
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Meet Your 2008 - 2009 SBA
Executive Board Members

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION SPECIAL ELECTIONS

The SBA will be holding a special election in September for the position of SBA Treasurer. The Treasurer oversees the

banking aspects of the SBA and student organizations, reviewing and approving fund requests throughout the year. If in-

terested in running, please contact John Bandeian at jpandeian@gmail.com, and watch for notices announcing the special
election. The SBA would like to thank Jon Longobardi for his service during his tenure as SBA Treasurer.

John Bandeian
President, 3L

Dear Fellow Classmates,

Wel-
come to
West-
ern New
England
College
School
of Law!
Or for
you 2L
and 3L's

. Ml welcome
As your President of the

back.
Student Bar Association, | would
like to congratulate the new 1Ls
on your acceptance to law school
and your excellent decision to at-

tend our school. | believe that
this school offers a great com-
bination of academic excellence
and a great environment to fur-
ther your legal education as well
as a wide variety of extracurricu-
lar activities.

| appreciate this opportunity
to write to you. Within the Stu-
dent Bar Association itself, there
are several opportunities for first
year students to participate, such
as the student government and
different student committees.
The SBA is the governing stu-
dent group and the elected rep-
resentative positions are very im-
portant; they are the voice of the
student body. In September, the

SBA will be making many decisions that
| hope you will take part in. Among the
items on the SBA agenda are the elec-
tion of SBA Council Members, the rati-
fication of the budget, and many other
exciting enterprises.

Our incoming 1L students will elect
seven members to the SBA Council.
These members will be responsible for
representing the 1L class. Elections will
be held early in September.

The law school also has numerous
other extracurricular activities, including
different clubs, intramurals, and profes-
sional associations which allow for a
large amount of student participation.
Each year, the SBA hosts a Club Day
which gives you time to learn about all
of the different organizations and the op-
portunity to visit with club members. The
Women’s Law Association, the Interna-
tional Law Society, the Multi-Cultural
Law Student’s Association, Lex Brevis,
the Federalist Society, and OUTLaw are
only just a few of the many organizations
that are active at our law school. The
organizations in the law school commu-
nity continue to grow and offer more out-
standing opportunities within the legal
field and the community.

If you have any ideas, please feel free
to discuss it with any SBA member. Part
of what makes this school so great is
that all the students work together as a
team and take such pride in the school.
| encourage your participation and look
forward to working with you this year.
Please let me know if you ever have any
questions or concerns about anything.
My email is jbandeian@gmail.com.

Bernardo Cuadra
Day Vice-President, 2L

Hi fellow students. My name
is Bernardo Cuadra and | am
your SBA &
Day Vice-
President.

My main
priorities

are to as-
sist  the
student-

run clubs
and orga-
nizations

in meeting their goals, as well as
to serve as an advisor, facilitator,
and general resource for all law
students, especially incoming
first-years. When working with
the student organizations, I'll be
helping them brainstorm ideas
and organize events, which often
will translate into helping clubs
solve some financial, administra-
tive, or other problem. Similarly,
if any student or professor has a
question, concern, or idea that
needs special attention, my job is
to assist them in getting an an-
swer or having his or her voice
heard. That said, | want to em-
phasize that the entire SBA coun-
cil is here to serve the students of
WNEC School of Law, and we all
look forward to working together
this school year. Feel free to ask
any of us for assistance!
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(continued on page 3)
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Farewell, But Not Goodbye...

Theresa Hobbs, 2L

Nancy Sykes ’89, Assistant
Dean for Law Student Affairs, de-
parted WNEC on July 18 of this
year.

| had the privilege of interview-
ing Dean Sykes prior to her de-
parture and it quickly became
clear to me why so many around
her struggled with the thought of
her departure.

Dean Sykes graduated from
WNEC in 1989 and recounts that
her decision to go to law school
was all about timing. Prior to en-
tering law school, she was a pub-
lic school history teacher.

“After 22 years of teaching in
a public school setting, | thought
| had died and gone to heaven.
| could now sit in a classroom,
raise my hand when | wanted to,
and not be responsible for the
class. | loved it!” shared Sykes.
“It was a perfect time for me in
my life.”

After leaving law school, she
accepted a position in New York
City where she worked in the

Public Defender’s office in Manhattan.
After nearly six years, she went to Ire-
land, serving as a visiting American lec-
turer at the University College Cork Law
School in Cork, Ireland.

While serving in this capacity, her son
Christopher, who was back in the states,
was diagnosed with cancer. So, she
dropped everything and returned home,
where she would spend a year nursing
her son back to health.

After helping her son regain his health
and strength (Christopher has fully re-
covered), Sykes found herself having to
start her life all over again. A new begin-
ning...

“I had no employment and, frankly, had
run out of money,” she confides.

Eventually, she did find employment
back “home” right here at WNEC, as Di-
rector of Alumni Relations, a position she
attributes to staying in touch with friends
and business associates.

One of her duties as Director was to
interview for positions such as the As-
sistant Dean for Law Student Affairs.
While conducting such interviews, her
good friend and colleague Professor Ar-
thur Leavens, who was then an Associ-

ate Dean, approached her and
asked, “Nancy, why are you just
interviewing... why not apply?”
Realizing he was right, she ap-
plied and the rest, as they say, is
history.

“Dean Sykes was an invaluable
member of the School of Law’s
community for the past eleven
years,” shares Arthur Gaudio,
Professor and Dean of the Law
School. “As Assistant Dean for
Student Affairs, she worked with
and counseled countless stu-
dents. And she has been a tre-
mendous support for me, her big-
gest student!”

“Nancy is one of the wisest
people | know,” says Eric Gouvin,
Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs and Professor of Law. ‘I
have frequently sought her wise
counsel and her sound judgment
has saved me from making poor
choices many, many times.”

“One of her special gifts is the
ability to help you see things that
you can’t see on your own,” he

(continued on page 8)

Meet Your Executive Board, Cont’d...

Spencer Naake
Evening
Vice-
Presi-
dent, 3L

I will be
entering
my sec-
ond term
as Evening
Vice-President. Last year was a
progressive year for evening stu-
dents and with the establishment
of the Evening Student Events
Committee last spring by the

SBA E-Board, | hope that we can build
on the momentum generated and create
new events and sustain old ideas like the
Evening Student Grant. | look forward to
working with both the Committee and the
SBA representatives as well as meeting

Zunaira Salim
Secretary, 2L

I'm Zunaira and I'm
your SBA Secretary.
In addition to taking
the meeting minutes, |
am responsible for the
inSTALLments you will see in the bath-

room stalls. These give a heads
up on whats going on around the
school. | was born and raised in
Atlanta, Georgia and moved to
Springfield for law school. Ad-
justing to a completely different
environment is never easy espe-
cially while in law school. If you
have any questions or concerns,
school-related or not, feel free to
come talk to me!
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Welcome From Dean Gaudio, Cont’d...

(continued from page 1) at the base of
the stairs are now only emergen-
cy exits; the new rear exit is next
to the locker area mentioned ear-
lier.

Climb the stairs and at the
top you'll see more new lockers.
When you enter the second floor
“Rotunda,” you'll see Classrooms
A, B, C and D. Off to the right
and the left you'll see two new
Seminar Rooms that will be used
for seminars and small classes of
up to 20 or so students. Continu-
ing on down the hallway toward
the Library, you'll see another
Lounge area to the left. You'l
also see an overflow locker area
to the right.

As you pass though the

second floor entrance to the Law Library
you'll notice another Lounge area and
beyond that the second floor stacks. If
you walk back to the landing and climb
the stairs to the third floor, you'll see the
third floor entrance to the Law Library
with yet another Lounge area. On the
left of that Lounge area is the Law Re-
view Room.

If you walk through the third floor
stacks to the rear of the Library, you'll find
something else new. There are six hew
rooms around the perimeter of the third
floor. Five of them are group study/small
seminar/conference rooms with seating
for 9 to 17 people each. If these rooms
are not being used for classroom pur-
poses, you can reserve them for group
study purposes at the Circulation Desk.
The sixth room is a computer classroom

that will be used primarily for
classes involving a high amount
of technology.

Finally, if you're looking
for one of your law professors,
you may find that she or he isn’t
where he or she was last year.
We have added eight new faculty
offices and many of the faculty
members have moved their of-
fices over the summer.

Well, that's the tour. In
each of the next several issues
of Lex Brevis, I'll try to pick one of
the more significant changes in
the Law School building and give
you a little more background and
detail about it. However, | prom-
ise those articles will be shorter
than this one.

Appeals Court Rules Against CT Student

Daniel R. Labrecque, 2L

The Second U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals ruled that
school officials did not violate the
free speech rights of a Connecti-
cut student who was disciplined
after using her internet journal to
encourage students to complain
about the rescheduling of a con-
cert.

In April 2007, Avery Don-
inger, a student of Lewis Mills
High School in Burlington, CT,
posted on her blog that school
officials were “douchebags” for
rescheduling a school concert
known as Jamfest. Doninger
suggested that students write or
call the district superintendent to
“piss her off more” so the con-
cert would be held as originally
scheduled.

When the principal and
superintendent discovered Don-
inger’'s blog posts, they banned
her from running for student
council. Doninger subsequently
filed suit against the school offi-

cials seeking an injunction to let her par-
ticipate in the election, claiming her free
speech rights were violated. After the
U.S. District Court for the District of Con-
necticut denied her motion, Doninger ap-
pealed to the Second Circuit.

The Court of Appeals affirmed
the District Court’s ruling, holding that
the blog post created a foreseeable risk
of substantial disruption to the school,
even though the speech did not occur
on school-grounds or at a school spon-
sored event. Acknowledging that the
U.S. Supreme Court has not ruled on
whether school officials may regulate
off-campus speech, the Second Circuit
based its ruling on one of its previous de-
cisions, Wisniewski v. Bd. of Educ. Ap-
plying Wisniewski, the three-judge panel
held that it was “reasonably foreseeable
that Avery’s posting would reach school
property.”

“l agree with the decision,” said
Hirak Shah, a WNEC law student. “I
think a school needs to treat every threat
seriously in order to avoid massacres like
Columbine and Virginia Tech. That being
said | don’t agree with the punishment. |

think she should have been al-
lowed to perform her class officer
duties.”

Shah along with other
first-year students discussed the
District Court’s decision in the
Doninger case last semester in
their Legal Research and Writing
class for an assignment on stu-
dent speech rights.

“The Second Circuit used
Wisniewski appropriately,” said
Sara E. Fawk, 2L. “However, it
does leave me wondering if all
potential disruptions can now be
regulated, in turn silencing stu-
dents too much. Will students
now be afraid to take any actions
for what they believe in?”

According to the Hartford
Courant, Doninger’'s principal,
Karissa Niehoff, was suspended
for two days for disclosing private
information in Doninger’s school
file. Niehoff shared the informa-
tion with a Wisconsin man who
had e-mailed her to protest Av-
ery’s punishment.
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If | Can Make It, So Can You: Perspectives
From a WNEC School of Law Graduate

James J. Martin, Esq.
WNEC Law, Class of 2006

| remember reading One L by
Scott Turow the summer pre-
ceeding my entry into law school.
Scariest book | ever read. No
blood, no deaths, no axe mur-
ders. But that book scared the
bajeezus out of me.

How the heck was | going to
make it through this horrible battle
called law school? | mean, there
is no way | could make it through
all the stuff Turow described.

I now believe it should be ille-
gal for any potential law student
to read that book or watch “The
Paper Chase.” Talk about blow-
ing something out of proportion.

| am far enough removed now
to realize that my fears were un-
founded. | survived law school.
| survived all the papers and ex-

ams. | survived the bar exam. | made
it. They have given me lots of pieces of
paper to prove it!

Now that | am a practicing attorney,
| have the pleasure of seeing law stu-
dents running around working as law
clerks, interns, etc. They always have a
lot of questions concerning any tips | can
provide to help them through their stud-
ies and stresses. Here are my words of
wisdom:

1) CALM DOWN! Yes, law school is a
lot different than undergrad. Yes, there is
a lot of reading and work involved. But
CALM DOWN! Getting too stressed out
isn’t helpful.

2) Find your rhythm. What you need
to do is find your “rhythm.” Thousands of
people have made it through law school,
and they had to do the same work. What
we all had to do was find our “rhythm.”
Is a study group good for you? Do that.
Studying alone in the library good for

you? Do that. You need flash
cards? Do that. Recording your-
self reading the casebook and
listening to it as you sleep? Do
that. But you have to find what it
is that works best for you.

3) Ignore everyone else. Just
because someone else seems
to stressing out over something,
or seems to be taking it lightly,
doesn’t mean you will have the
same reaction. Just because
someone is studying all night
doesn’t mean that is what you
should be doing. You have to do
what works best for you.

4) If | can make it, you can
too. Sounds cliché, but it is so
true. If you made it all the way to
law school, you can make it all
the way. If you do the first three
things | suggest... soon you will
be objecting to me in court.

First Annual 1L Oral Advocacy Competition

Bernardo Cuadra, 2L

During the last week of Spring
2008 classes, the Legal Research
and Writing (LRW) program held
the first-ever Best Oral Advocate
Competition for first-year stu-
dents. Following in the tradition
of the Best Brief Competition, the
LRW faculty nominated students
from each of the nine sections to
compete against each other for
the Best Plaintiff and Best De-
fendant Oral Advocate Awards.
Four finalists advanced from the
preliminary field of 18 and pre-
sented their 10-15 minute argu-
ments in front of a panel of three
mock-judges, with an audience
of student and faculty supporters
looking on.  Jonathan Goldman
and Matthew Fleischner took

home the awards for Best Plaintiff and
Best Defendant Oral Advocate, respec-
tively.

This year, students were given a First
Amendment challenge: either oppose or
defend a high school’s censorship of a
student’s controversial political song,
played at school-related functions and
laced with sexual innuendo. First-years
represented the school board or the stu-
dent, and argued for or against the Defen-
dant school board’s motion for summary
judgment. Aside from a comprehensive
exposure to the topic of student speech
in public schools, the assignment- and
the competition- gave students valuable
experience in appellate advocacy.

“l already had an interest in appellate
advocacy, and so the competition served
to reinforce this interest,” said Goldman,
via email.

The competition took place near the

end of the semester, and some
were worried that it could interfere
with final exams, but that didn’t
faze Goldman. “I really enjoyed
the competition. It was a great
experience to argue a brief that
you worked on all semester... [l]
would recommend they continue
it in the future.”

Professor Kaiser, one of the
LRW faculty members, also ex-
pressed the view that the experi-
ence was positive for all. “First,
the LRW faulty was incredibly
impressed by the arguments we
saw in the run-off and final
rounds... the students participat-
ing served as great role-models
for their fellow students on how
to prepare for and deliver an ar-

gument,” Kaiser said via email.
(continued on page 6)
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Jury Goes Bananas For Cop’s Case

Christopher Bourbeau, 2L

The Hall of Justice in Spring-
field, Massachusetts is one of the
busiest in the state. Dockets are
crowded. Judicial resources are
scarce. A casual observer might
wonder: What's bringing so many
people into court? You'd be sur-
prised. For alongside the tort
claims, criminal matters, and ali-
mony hearings that are common-
place in the American judicial
system, some of our society’s
most bizarre disputes find their
way into court, with an insatiable
appetite for precious time and re-
sources.

One such dispute which would
wind its way through the already
crowded docket was a case in-
volving police officers, supposed
harassment, and narcotics-sniff-
ing monkeys. Yes, narcotics-sniff-
ing monkeys. A police sergeant,
hereinafter the plaintiff, sug-
gested to his fellow officers that
instead of the effective drug sniff-
ing canine dogs which are com-
monplace in police departments,
their department ought to use
monkeys in their narcotics detec-
tion efforts. This suggestion was
met with some skepticism, and
episodes of teasing began short-
ly thereafter in 2004. Most of the
teasing, which formed the basis
for the plaintiff's harassment suit,
was the common stuff of the high
school locker room. For example,
a picture of the plaintiff's head on

Oral Advocac

(continued from page 5) There were un-
foreseen advantages as well.

“A number of participating stu-
dents had their classmates help
them practice, which | think was
a benefit not just to the competi-

a bikini-clad female’s body with the cap-
tion “Go ahead- unwrap your present
“. Such was the basis for his discrimi-
nation suit. Named in the suit was the
city of the plaintiff's employ, and three
respected police supervisors- two cap-
tains, and a sergeant.

The case carved its way through the
judicial system in a period from Janu-
ary of 2007 to its resolution by jury trial
in March of 2008. At the conclusion of
a lengthy jury trial, the jury returned its
verdict. Despite the fact that the plaintiff
had named three supervisors as defen-
dants, and even claimed to have seen
one of them, the sergeant, holding scis-
sors, newspaper, and a cutout of the
plaintiff’s head, the jury returned a find-
ing in favor of each of these defendants
and further found that the city was not
responsible for any retaliatory conduct
once the plaintiff had complained about
his “harassment,” that no lost wages
were to be awarded, and that no money
damages would be awarded. Despite
all of this, the jury found the city re-
sponsible for the plaintiff’s harassment.
For this, the jury awarded the plaintiff
punitive damages in the amount of
$400,000.

Such an award is absurd given the
factual basis for the case. The conduct
alleged amounts to the type of crude
teasing found in high schools and work-
places every day. We must ask our-
selves that as a society, do we really
want childish disputes such as these to
be the subject of litigation in our already
overcrowded court systems?

| cannot help but think there are more
pressing matters to be heard than a

tors but the students who helped them
prepare,” said Kaiser. “It really seemed
to help them see how to deconstruct an
argument.”

The finals took place on a sunny Fri-
day in April, which understandably led

policeman’s reaction to a few
crude pictures which most of his
fellow officers would have taken
in stride. The massive award of
$400,000 in punitive damages is
equally troubling. While the jury
did not find a basis for a finding
against the individual defendants
named, nor did they find credible
the plaintiff's claims of retalia-
tion on the part of the city, they
were nonetheless compelled to
return some award, and finding
no vehicle in lost wages or mon-
ey damages, turned to punitive
damages against the faceless
city. While it is rather crude, and
somewhat abrasive, the conduct
charged does not rise to the level
of conduct where punitive dam-
ages are appropriate. Nor is this
a situation where the city is likely
to be able to discourage future
conduct.

As a society, if we wish for
our legal system to be a means
of accomplishing speedy resolu-
tion to palatable claims, we must
constantly evaluate the cases
which are heard. Our court sys-
tem must be a forum to litigate
only the types of disputes which
our society has determined to be
important and of significant social
value. Locker room shenanigans
and schoolyard pranks need not
apply. Only by instituting these
more astute standards can we
expect to begin relieving some
of the present congestion which
plagues our courts.

Competition, Cont'd...

to a smaller audience than the
LRW faculty had hoped for. That
being the only negative this year,
Kaiser remained optimistic for
2009. “Next year, we'll root for
rain.”
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True Life: I'm in Law School

Rachel Sposato, 2L

Every year, a select 10-
20% of applicants are admitted
to law schools across the coun-
try. With the excitement of get-
ting in and beginning the next
chapter of one’s academic career
comes the impending fear. 1Ls
are paralyzed with such ques-
tions as “Where will | live?”, “How
will I pay for this?”, “and “Where
do people hang out on the week-
ends?” In this edition of True Life,
we are going to ease the stress a
little and supply you, the incom-
ing 1Ls, with the top five places in
and around Springfield to satisfy
any person'’s love for the nightlife.
So sit back, grab your beverage
of choice, and welcome to True
Life: I'm in Law School.

#5) SMITH’'S. All hail the official
WNEC Law hangout. Located
in downtown Springfield on Wor-
thington Street, Smith’s offers
cold beers, strong drinks, endless
shots, and a slew of pool tables.
It is a great environment to meet
new students and form stronger
bonds with new acquaintances.
1Ls take note: what happens at
Smith’s does not stay at Smith'’s.
It is the bar “where everyone
knows your name” - not just that
night but also on Monday morn-

ing.

#4) SOPHIA’S. One can always
find comfort in the familiar, and
Sophia’s offers just that. Located
across the street from WNEC and
next door to Hot Table, Sophia’s
used to be the local favorite of
WNEC Law students. Sophia’s
keeps it simple with a “T” shaped
bar and a few accompanying ta-
bles on the side. They offer four
beers on tap, and many more in

the bottle. Older students return for the
nostalgia and incoming newbies come to
see what all the fuss is about. 1Ls take
note: do not come with high expecta-
tions. This is the place to go when you
just need a drink after a hard class and
do not feel like being chatty. Sweatpants
are welcome.

#3) FAT CATS. Four bars, two floors,
a separated dance floor, upstairs lounge
area, outdoor patio, and no cover charge
- what more could one want? Located on
Worthington Street in downtown Spring-
field, Fat Cats is the prototypical night-
club for college/grad students. Drinks
and shots are served in plastic cups, and
beer spills give the floors personality. A
DJ spins top 40 hits on the dance floor
while smokers rejoice in the enclosed
outdoor patio. The second floor is en-
closed with a balcony that allows patrons
to overlook the crowd below while reclin-
ing in deep red chaises and loveseats.
Understand that you will not find your
next boyfriend/girlfriend there, but may-
be your love for the night.

#2) ALUMNI CLUB. Quite possibly the
best kept secret, Alumni is the older,
more chic version of Fat Cats. Just like
Fat Cats, Alumni offers three bars, two
floors, two enclosed outdoor patios, two
dance floors, and multiple sitting areas
on both floors. The first floor will greet
you with two bars, dancing or karaoke
(depending on the night), and a back sit-
ting area complete with a fireplace. Do
not be surprised if you should happen to
run into a group of law students there on
a Saturday night. Be polite, say hello,
but keep in mind they probably came
there for some quiet fun.

#1) PADDY’S. Ladies and gentlemen,
| give you the new local hangout for
WNEC Law students. Located across
the street from WNEC in the same com-
plex with Dunkin Donuts, hailed as the

“go-to” spot after a rough class,
students normally flock to Pad-
dy’s on any given night either
before or after class (don't judge)
as a way to unwind and catch-up
on the week's events. Simple
and sleek, Paddy’s is littered with
flat screen TVs boasting multiple
sports games, and a simple col-
lection of tables and chairs for
those who choose to sit. Paddy’s
also offers beer pong (or beruit
— however you prefer to call it)
for those feeling a bit nostalgic -
simply inform the bartender, and
a piece of plywood will appear
along with two pitchers of beer.
Incoming 1Ls take note: This bar
is a great way to ease yourself
into the law school social arena.
Keep in mind, even though the
scene may rival that of Smith’s
(on a smaller scale), many locals
still gather at Paddy’s, so please,
be respectful.
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Farewell, But Not Goodbye, Cont’d...

(continued from page 3) continues. In
talking with her | find she’ll ask
an innocent question here or
there that will re-frame the whole
situation in a new light. She can
guide you back to solid ground
without being judgmental or self-
righteous.”

During my interview with Dean
Sykes, it became obvious to me
that she genuinely loves WNEC.
So, | wondered, what new op-
portunity could be so compelling
to make her want to leave these
great halls and start all over
again.

“I have accepted a position to
teach at King’s Academy in Mad-
aba, Jordan,” says Sykes with
unmistakable excitement in her
voice.

For some, this would be a
frightening proposition. Leaving
what most would consider a com-
fortable life full of predictability to
enter a world full of unknowns.

“I have never agreed to do
something that | know so little
about,” shares Sykes. “I've been
to Israel before but never to Jor-
dan. I know only two people and |
don’t know what my schedule will
be... but what | do know is that |
have a contract, a two-bedroom
apartment, and, most important-
ly, I know that it is the right thing
for me to do.”

She describes this new adven-
ture as a leap of faith, “because
there are many, many aspects
of this that | do not know any-
thing about. Even if that flies in
the face of all of the practical
guestions that people ask me, to
which | have no answer, | know
this is the right thing to do.”

So, how did this former public
school teacher, minister, and law
school grad, end up with such
a fascinating, once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity?

Being in the right place, at the right
time seems to be a recurrent theme in
Nancy Sykes'’ life

Dean Sykes’ son, Christopher, attend-
ed Deerfield Academy, a private coedu-
cational boarding school in Deerfield,
Massachusetts,
where Jordan’s
current King, Ab-
dullah 1I lbn Al
Hussein, also at-
tended (though
not at the same
time). Sykes’
husband at the |
time, John Re-
ese, served as
head of Deer-
field's Drama
Department.

During her son’s time at Deerfield,
Dean Sykes had the opportunity to get
to know many members of the school’s
staff, including then headmaster, Dr. Eric
Widmer.

“As the story was told to me, King Ad-
bullah arrived at Deerfield with his body
guards,” she recalled with a smile in her
voice.

After completing his studies at Deer-
field, King Abdullah returned to Jordan.
Yet the experiences he had while a stu-
dent there and the people he came to
know and respect had left their indelible
mark.

“He felt that the experiences he had
at Deerfield changed his life,” shares
Sykes. “He graduated and went on to
become King but never forgot the ties
he had to Deerfield and the fact that it
made him a much better leader. His goal
remained to have such a school in the
Middle East,” she adds.

In 2006, inspired by his experiences
at Deerfield Academy, King Abdullah fol-
lowed through on his dream. He donated
the necessary land within Jordan, estab-
lished its founding Board, and solicited
Dr. Eric Widmer, headmaster of Deerfield

Nancy L. Sykes ‘89

Academy, as King Academy’s
founding headmaster.

Opening its doors in August
2007, King’'s Academy, a coedu-
cational, private, college prepa-
ratory boarding and day school,
represents the only one of its kind
in the Middle East. The overarch-
ing goal of the school is to edu-
cate young people of the Middle
East to be peaceful leaders of
the future.

After visiting the Academy’s web
site  (http://www.kingsacademy.
edu.jo/) and reading its mission
and vision statements, | soon un-
derstood why Dean Sykes was
willing to make this huge “leap of
faith.”

“l received an email in March
of this year from Dr. Eric Widmer,
the headmaster at King’'s Acad-
emy, with an offer and, | said
to myself, ‘I just can't resist,”
shared Sykes. “Will | live to see
the goal of this school achieved?”
she ponders, “I doubt that, but at
least | will be a small part of it.”

While Dean Sykes officially ex-
ited WNEC'’s doors on July 18, an
“Always Welcome” sign remains
lit in the hearts and minds of the
WNEC community she leaves
behind.

“Everyone here will miss her
tremendously, but we all wish her
success on her new and exciting
endeavor at King's Academy,”
says Gaudio.

“Nancy is an outstanding col-
league — warm, funny, strong,
smart and highly competent. I've
relied on her for four years and
will miss her keenly,” adds Gou-
vin.

Dean Sykes, on behalf of the
students here at WNEC, we wish
you the very best and God’s
speed as you boldly accept your
“new beginning!”



